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Bulldog Newsbites 

     

SMS HALLS ARE ALIVE AFTER 

ARTS ARE EVERYWHERE 



 

 
 

PARCC Tests Are Coming !!!!!! 

The national PARCC tests are the primary way that schools determine if a stu-

dent is making adequate progress. These are very important for students. Pri-

marily how a student scores will determine the student’s course selections 

available or level they will be at for the next school year. Much of what students 

have learned this year is designed to give them the skills to succeed on this as-

sessment so it is also a statement of how much they have learned. Please en-

courage your child to show their very best when they are being tested. Also, 

please make sure they are in school on the dates of their testing. If they miss 

school on the day of testing they can make it up but it will not be with their reg-

ular peers or with their teacher. Students do best when tested in their normal 

surroundings.  

Below are the dates for testing:  

Grade 6:  - Week of                                Grade 8—Week of                                                                                                                                              

 Reading—April 23                                     Reading—May 8 

 Math— May 14                                           Math  -    May 21 

Grade 7— Week of 

 Reading— May 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proud Student showing off her work  
at the Arts are Everywhere! 

Thoughts to Ponder 

 

It is the mark of an educated 
mind to be able to entertain a 
thought without accepting it.  
 
 

Aristotle 
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8th Grade news 

 
       

         Our 8th graders have a very busy 4th marking period. Parents 

and Guardians will be receiving a letter that will include the details 

for such events as the 8th grade dance (June 7), field day (June 

8), and the promotion ceremony (June 14).      Please sign this let-

ter and have your students return it to their respective team 

leader. (Ms. Bex or Ms. Felchlin)  

We realize that these social events are very important to our stu-

dents and their families. With all of this going on it might be easy 

for the students to lose focus on their academic pursuits. We are 

asking you to help our students do their best on the PARCC as-

sessments and maintain daily focus on learning. The end of their 

middle school years is coming and all of the 8th grade faculty is 

here to support our students in giving their Bulldog Best.  

  8th Grade End of Year Dance       

Hello Parents! There will be a planning meeting, for the 8th 
grade dance, next Tuesday,  April 24 at 6pm in the media cen-
ter at the middle school. We will need plenty of volunteers and 
donations to make the dance a success, so I hope many of you 
will be able to attend this meeting. If you have any questions, or 
are unable to attend, but would like to provide some insite or 
offer a specific donation, please email me at 
JLGates83@hotmail.com and I will share that information for 
you. We are looking forward to a fun night for the kids before 
they transition to the high school.  

 

mailto:JLGates83@hotmail.com
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“ I am so happy. My son got a referral today!!!!!! 

 
 

Tips for Parents To Help Their Child With High Stakes Testing 

. Talk to your child about test taking 

Sometimes, the purpose and goals of testing are difficult for children 
to understand. Without that foundation, it’s easier for children to be 
intimidated by testing or simply not feel motivated to put forth their 
best effort. Have open, ongoing conversations with your child to ex-
plain the benefits of testing, focusing on how it helps them, their 
teacher, their school, and other educators understand their strengths 
and weaknesses and figure out the most effective ways to teach. 
Knowing the “why” behind testing can help instill a drive to succeed 
in your child.  

Would a normal parent EVER say such a thing. YES because…….. 

Southern Middle School is committed to recognizing students for going above and beyond 
our school expectations by sending them to the office…for a good reason. Since Mid-
March, we have implemented Positive Referrals and we would like to recognize the fol-
lowing students for getting positive referrals:    Last Week’s Positive Referrals 

Elaina Finelle 

Eliana Coon 

Lazaro Sagostume 

Danny Wyvill 

Zavion Williams 

Devin Hamor 

Josh Welch 

Lily Rupert 

Hailey Youmans 

Jayilin Sellman 

Ryan Liston 

Jade Milan 

Ben Harris 

Megan Knapp 

Caitlin Miller 

Ashley Strunck 

Hunter Tippet 

Aimee Purdy 

Greg Herbert 

Mia Luengas 

Grace Jorgensen 

Iyana Sappington 

Victoria Lawrence 

Kayleena Beal 

Eileen Ponce 

Linda Johnson 

Eva James 

Lexi Painter 

Giovanna Bonner 

Monica Menjivar 

Mackenzie Maldo-

nado 

Carlyn Northrop  

Besides being recognized in the office, these students took a copy of the positive referral home, 

and got phone calls to let their parents know how they are showing their Bulldog PRIDE.  



  

And from your PTA 
TUESDAY, May 1--Next PTA meeting @ 6:30pm in the Media 
Center 

PTA is still in need of board members and committee 
chairs for the 2018-2019 school year.  Open positions in-
clude: 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Volunteer Corrdinator 

Communications Chair 

PBIS Chair 

Grants 

Cultural Arts Chair 

Ways N Meand Co-Chair 

If interested please email Jessica King @ 
JLGates83@hotmail.com 

Calendar of 

Events: 

 

 

 

 

April 25— Grade 6 

PARCC  

May 1—Grade 7 

PARCC 

May 3-4—James/

Giant Peach 

May 7—Grade 8 

PARCC 

May 8—National 

Junior Honor Socie-

ty Inductions 

April Students of the Month 

Grade 6 

Fransisco 
Amaya-
Castillo 

Ava Wooster  

Lilly Breen 

 Dallas Ap-

person  

Grade 7 

Ben Burkhart 

 Helen Santamaria 

Serrano  

Julie Anne Lynskey 

Tanner Marshall  

 

Grade 8 

Jaida Owens  

James Andes  

Jayda Wash-
burn 

Dalton 
Ramey 

mailto:JLGates83@hotmail.com


I live in Piney Orchard 
with my husband, Marc, 
who is a United States 
Marine. We have a fur ba-
by, Piper, who is the best 
yellow lab ever (or we 
think she is the best! ) 
When I am not at South-
ern Middle School I enjoy 
running, playing with Pip-
er, and going to the lake! 

LET ME INTRODUCE YOU 

 

Olivia Mastrangelo 

                            

 

                      

I am currently completing my 5th year as a school counselor and 3rd year at 
Southern Middle School. I grew up in Virginia and Georgia with my par-
ents and two older brothers, but consider Georgia my home. I attended 
Georgia College and State University, a smaller school in Milledgeville, Ga. I 
graduated with a degree in Psychology. During undergraduate I knew I 
wanted to work with kids and started looking into becoming a school 
counselor. After talking to a few school counselors and shadowing them, I 
knew I that is what I wanted to do. I attended Georgia State University for 
my Master of Education in School Counseling. After I graduated I worked 
as an elementary school counselor in Atlanta, Ga before my husband and I 
were stationed in Maryland. 

SMS is very lucky to have  

Ms. Mastrangelo!!! 

School  

Counselor 

Grade 8  


